
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear colleagues, 

Although it has only been around 10 weeks since the TESSA 
community’s last update, we are pleased to bring you the next one in 
which TESSA activity and growth are demonstrated during this relatively 
short period. 

In a compelling report by my colleague, Kris Stutchbury, we hear about 
the take up and dissemination of the new Secondary Science TESSA 
units in Tanzania and Kenya where Kris was generously hosted by 
Simon Shayo (Tanzania), Fred Karero and Patriciah Wambugu (Kenya).  
We hear about using this exciting resource in practice, about 
dissemination, and also about some great ideas for supporting teacher 
educators.  Kris also tells us about a visit to a primary school in Kenya 
and how she saw evidence of the pedagogy of TESSA approaches 
becoming embedded in classrooms. 

In the second item we hear about a really exciting, new and much-
needed TESSA resource for the training of teachers in inclusive 
education.   
Amivi-Cra Comlan (Togo) and Michele Deane (UK) announce the 
completion of an innovative toolkit for training teachers in this area that 
both the MDG and the new SDG (sustainable development goals) 
highlight as important throughout Africa.  This resource has been 
entirely developed in Francophone Africa with the intensive work of a 
team drawn from a number of countries in that region.  We look forward 
to the resource becoming available across all TESSA countries. 

Finally, we hear about the completion of ‘teaching packs’ of TESSA 
materials, led by our colleague Jane Cullen, which was instigated 
through feedback from the TESSA community that there was a great 
need for a resource that presents TESSA units in a portable, user-
friendly linear form.  

Continuing this note of the improved availability of TESSA, we are also 
pleased to say that the new TESSA website is about to go live.  We 
think the new format will make navigation and interactivity much easier, 
and we very much hope that it will encourage the TESSA community to 
share materials on the site.  Of course, as with any new platform, it may 
take a short while to become accustomed to it, but we are confident that 
the platform will help TESSA in its future expansion, and be easier for 
the TESSA community to navigate.  Every country in Sub-Saharan 
Africa has its own page and we feel this in itself shows the scale of the 
TESSA ambition! 

Finally, we are looking forward to seeing some of you at DETA in 
Mauritius to hear more about OERs not only in TESSA but across the 
region.  However, we are also aware that most of you will not be able to 
be at this event.  We will ensure that we report on it in our next edition of 
this newsletter – along with more contributions from the TESSA 
community! 

With best regards to all of you 
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TESSA Secondary Science 
The TESSA Secondary Science units, including versions for Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia and Uganda, will be 
available on the new website.  We are delighted that representatives from all five countries will be attending 
DETA where we are holding a symposium.  The aim is to highlight what has been achieved so far, to draw out 
the lessons we have learned about the challenges, and opportunities in promoting participatory pedagogy in 
secondary schools. 

 
Visit to Tanzania and Kenya 
3rd – 12th June 2015 
Kris Stutchbury, The Open University, UK 
 

    
 
 
I arrived 4 hours late in Dar Es Salaam, to find it hot, 
sticky and busier than when I was here 3 years ago. 
The purpose of the visit was to find out how the 
TESSA Secondary Science units are being used by 
teachers and teacher educators. Simon Shayo was 
my host and he looked after me very well. Simon is 
a National Facilitator for Science Education and 
runs in-service training courses all over Tanzania. 
As a result a large number of people, all over 
Tanzania, have been made aware of the TESSA 
Secondary Science units.  
 

 
 

I spent a morning talking to pre-service teachers 
about how they used TESSA Secondary Science in 
their micro-teaching. They had taken ideas from the 
units and adapted them to the topic required. They 
find the ‘resources’ particularly useful when planning 
their lessons, and many of them made a deliberate 
attempt to link the science they were teaching to 
everyday life. I was left with the impression that this 
group of 20 students certainly appreciate the 
benefits of active learning and are using the TESSA 
materials to help them understand how to do it.  

 
 
We met a group of teachers at the DUCE 
demonstration school – some of whom had been 
involved in versioning. They like the way the 
materials provide alternative suggestions if 
resources are not available and the way in which 
practical activities are broken down into easy-to-
follow steps. We visited two schools, where some of 
the teachers had attended courses run by Simon; 
the challenge they find is accessing the materials. 
The DUCE teachers had the advantage of having 
being trained together and able to share ideas; 
where one or two teachers have attended a course, 
it is much more difficult to maintain the momentum 
and involve others. 
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After three days in Tanzania, I flew to Nairobi and 
was driven to Egerton University. It was lovely to 
see Patriciah and Fred again, and to hear about the 
work they are doing at Egerton. I spoke to three of 
their colleagues, saw three pre-service teachers 
who were on teaching practice and met some truly 
inspirational teachers at Njoro Boys School. I 
sawtwo practical science lessons, heavily influenced 
by the ideas in the TESSA units. It was also a real 
pleasure to visit Egerton Primary school and see 
what a difference the Primary TESSA materials 

have made to 
them.  
 
Over lunch in 
Patriciah’s 
home, we 
decided that for 
TESSA 
Secondary 
Science to have 
a bigger impact, 

we need to focus on supporting teacher educators, 
so that pre-service teachers have the opportunity to 
experience active learning, rather than just being 
told about it. Our plan is to work together to plan a 
session in which Patriciah will brief all the lecturers 
in her department who will be teaching the 
‘methods’ course next academic year. We will 
provide them with some case studies and ideas for 
making their sessions more interactive – even those 
with 300 student teachers. We will do the same for 
those organising the micro-teaching and hopefully, 
Patriciah will see some benefits this time next year, 
when the students are on teaching practice.  
 
Overall, it was a very informative and interesting trip. 
The conversations will continue at DETA and I look 
forward to working with all our partners in the future 
to embed participatory pedagogy into teacher 
education. 
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Visit to Egerton Primary School 
9th June 2015 
 
Egerton Primary School is located on the campus at 
Egerton University. They were involved in 
‘Extending and Embedding’ TESSA in 2010-2012. 
We found that many of the changes introduced 
when they first encountered the TESSA units have 
endured.  This is a child-friendly school and staff are 
keen to continue to improve.  The staffroom was 
covered in posters summarising the strengths of the 
school, areas for development and the action plan. 
 

 
 
In the last few years, the size of the school has 
increased from 500 to 900; the results achieved in 
the Kenya Primary School Certificate have improved 
year-on-year since 2011 and the school is very 
friendly. Children are confident, independent 
learners, they frequently work in groups and they 
take responsibility for their own learning. The high 
quality of the relationships between teachers and 
students was attributed by the teachers, to TESSA 
and that has endured.  
 

 

As a result of the greater awareness of teachers 
about how their students are achieving, they have 
identified Early Reading as an issue and have set 
the ambitious target of all children being able to 
read fluently by the end of Form 3. They are 
currently developing a new library and all classes 
will be timetabled for certain lessons in the library.  
 
Many of the teachers have smart phones, so we 
encouraged them to download the materials onto 
their phones and Patriciah agreed to visit again to 
do some individual coaching.  
 

 
 
Being involved in TESSA has clearly made a 
significant and lasting impact on this school. The 
challenge is that as people move on, further training 
and support is needed. Also, the increased 
popularity of the school and its subsequent 
expansion has created a new set of challenges.  
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For three whole months, this is what our 
computer screens looked like when we 
switched them on! For three whole months 
Amivi defied temperamental Internet 
connections by uploading and downloading files 
in the middle of the night when a number of 
users are otherwise engaged. For three whole 
months, we were at the heart of intensive and a 
fruitful international collaboration. The result of 
these intensive, creative, exciting and rich three 
whole months? 
 

 
A new resource is born! 

 
 
We did it! On Monday 15th June, we handed over the 
Boîte à outils pour la formation des enseignants en 
éducation inclusive au Togo or the Toolkit for the 
training of teachers in inclusive education (IE) in Togo 
which it will be possible to adapt to suit the contexts 
in various countries in Sub-Saharan Africa.  
 
It is true, we did not do it quite alone and when we 
asked for help, many ‘old’ TESSA friends answered 
present by return. The production of the Toolkit for 
Inclusive Education also gave us the opportunity to 
make new TESSA friends. All experts in their fields 
and in Inclusive Education, our TESSA friends gave 
freely of their time despite their heavy schedules. 
 
 
 
 
For their unwavering help and advice, we would like to seize this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks 
to: 
 
• Madame Houraye M. ANNE, Senegal 
• Monsieur Gareth DART, UK 
• Monsieur Akpawu DONUDENU, Togo 
• Monsieur Jean DOUCHEMENT, France 
• Madame Afi KOUMAGO, Togo

 
• Madame Geneviève PUISEGUR-POUCHIN, 

France 
• Prof. Therese TCHOMBE, Cameroon 
• Madame Clare WOODWARD, UK 
 

 
As the Togo version was nearing completion, time had come for other experts to join us and adapt some of 
the case studies to the context of their countries. Their contributions went well beyond our expectations and 
as well as a Pan African Francophone version of the Toolkit, we will have a full version for another two 
Francophone countries, Guinea and for Senegal, and strong expression of interest from colleagues in Mali 
and Niger. The richness of the discussions we had with our colleagues from Guinea, Mali, Niger and 
Senegal extended our knowledge and understanding of other education systems and practices and 
enriched our resource.  
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We extend our heartfelt thanks for their expertise and great generosity to: 
 
• Madame Houraye M ANNE, Sénégal 
• Monsieur Boubacar DIALLO, Guinea  
• Monsieur Yobi GUINDO, Mali

 
• Monsieur Isamïlou Maman KEITA, Niger 
• Monsieur Sidiki TRAORÉ, Mali 

 
Now that the Togo toolkit for the training of teachers in IE is ready and the Pan African version is nearly 
ready, what next? A rest? Well, no, not quite! We have a few ideas of a few further adventures: 
 
• The roll out of the toolkit in Togo and feedback from Togo’s IE practitioners and teachers.  
• The adaptation of the toolkit into English. Thank you to all of you who volunteered to contribute 

adaptations of the case studies to South Africa, Nigeria, and Zambia. Please do not hesitate to 
volunteer if you want to help us adapt case studies for more countries! We will welcome you with open 
arms! And the work will not be arduous, we promise! 

• Last but not least, our presentation of the Toolkit at the DETA conference. We are not saying anything, 
but it will be different! 

 
We hope all the users of the Inclusive Education toolkit will find as much joy and enthusiasm in using the 
activities in this toolkit as we had in putting them together. 
 
Long life to collaborative North South work!  
 
Amivi and Michèle 
Michèle Deane from the UK and Amivi-Cra Komlan from Togo 
 
 
 
 

 

 

New format for accessing 
TESSA materials 
 
TESSA materials are currently available through various means, 
and in addition to responding to the changing digital climate by 
investigating the accessibility of the materials on handheld 
devices, TESSA also continues to meet the needs of many 
through less technological means. We have recently reorganised 
the materials into a series of 15 ‘teaching packs’ that enable 
teachers to access TESSA in a portable, user-friendly and linear 
paper format. Each pack is aimed at either early, middle or upper 
primary and consists of a range of materials covering Literacy, 
Numeracy, Science, Social Studies and Life Skills. There is also a 
pack of Additional Resources focusing on cross-cutting topics 
around classroom management and aspects of TESSA 
pedagogy. 
 
By organising the materials in this accessible and low-tech way, it 
is hoped that teachers and teacher trainers will be able to easily 
engage with the extensive resources which have been developed 
over the past 10 years. 
 

 


