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Hello everyone,

Welcome to this Newsletter. This Newsletter reports on activities that
have taken place this summer and Autumn. Thank you to all our
contributors.

 The articles are presented by country, highlighting how in this phase
of TESSA we are building on previous successes and welcoming new
partners and new users.

We hear from Nigeria where TESSA is integrated into nationwide SDG
workshops. In Zambia, we are close to signing the Memorandum of
Understanding. Once this is confirmed, we will be organising
workshops to map TESSA on to the new Zambian curriculum and to
introduce TESSA to Provincial Education Officers and others.

In Ghana, we continue to build on the successful work taking place in
Colleges of Education and at Winneba; and it is good to see TESSA
being introduced to schools in the Mfantseman District. In Kenya, the
University of Nairobi have joined the family and we have completed an
exciting piece of work at Egerton Primary School. This has provided
some powerful evidence about the potential impact of TESSA and we
have learnt a good deal about how best to present it to busy teachers.
Joan and Patricia devised activities which linked TESSA to the textbook
that the teachers are already using, emphasising that TESSA is not an
‘add on’, rather that it enhances normal activity.

It was particularly good to hear from Beatrice from the Musoto
Christian School, in Uganda. They found TESSA on the internet and
have found it to be very relevant to the new thematic curriculum in
Uganda.

I am delighted to hear about the impact of the Inclusive Education
Toolkit. Colleagues in Mauritius introduced 350 teachers to the toolkit
and the TESSA approach; we are looking forward to hearing about the



progress of their research.

We finish with some information about the DETA conference to be
held in Kigali in August, some recent events an update on the
TESSA website.

 An emerging theme as we talk about TESSA in different fora is that the
TESSA OER are just as relevant to emerging new curricula as they
always have been. Given improved connectivity and increasing
knowledge about the potential for OER to support change, we are
excited about the opportunities emerging.

Many thanks for all your contributions and best wishes for a happy,
healthy and prosperous year in 2017.

 

Integrating TESSA OERs into the NTI
Capacity Building Workshops for
Teachers

Dr. Dele O. Yaya, TESSA Desk Officer,
National Teachers Institute, Kaduna, Nigeria.

The Federal Government of Nigeria, as part of
its commitment to the improvement of the
quality of learning at the primary school level
began a nation-wide capacity building

programme for teachers under the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) projects since 2006. 

The training programme is held annually by the National Teachers
Institute on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Education. From 2006 to
2015, the National Teachers Institute trained a total of 748,746
primary and junior secondary school teachers nation-wide in the one-
week long workshops under the MDGs project.

On 25th September, 2015, the General Assembly of the United Nations
replaced the MDGs with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).



The Goal 4 of SDGs seeks to: “ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”. It is
intended to address the unfinished business of the Education for All
(EFA) and the education related MDGs 2 and 3 as well as improve
quality education and promote learning outcomes.

 THE TRAINING PROGRAMME

The training programme has the following
features: nomination of teachers by the
various State Universal Basic Education
Boards, issuance of training manuals to the

participants, facilitation at designated training centres by resource
persons drawn from higher education institutions using the Resource
Persons’ Guide, and monitoring of the programme by various
stakeholders.

From 2006 to 2012, the retraining workshops focused on the core
subjects of English Language, Mathematics, Social Studies, Basic
Science and Technology and thematic areas such as School Based
Assessment and Improvisation of Instructional Materials. Since 2013,
the focus has been on four thematic areas: Language Communication
Skills, Effective Classroom Management Skills, Basic Teaching Methods
and Techniques and Information and Communication Technology (ICT).
Each of these subjects/thematic areas is covered by a well written
training manual. The manuals serve as useful resource materials (even
after the workshops) that the teachers use and share with their
colleagues that could not attend the workshop.

INTEGRATING TESSA

Since 2006, the Teacher Education in Sub-Saharan Africa (TESSA)
approach and materials have been integrated into the nation-wide NTI
MDG/SDG workshops. The writing teams, under the leadership of Prof
T. K. Adeyanju, has consciously integrated TESSA in all the manuals
and guide for facilitators. This has been in 4 ways:

1. The TESSA pedagogy guided the selection of content and
approach used in developing the manuals as well as the title of
units and modules.

2. TESSA concepts and lesson plan structure, case studies and



resources were embedded into many of the units.
3. They were used for the guidance of workshop facilitators and

were included in their Guides for delivering the workshop.
4. The TESSA logo appeared in all manuals alongside that of NTI and

SDGs.

The TESSA materials were used in the core subjects and the thematic
areas. A few examples will suffice. The Basic Classroom Teaching
Methods and Techniques Manual laid emphasis on the learner-
centred approach of TESSA. Indeed Module 4 of the manual treats
“Using TESSA in your lessons”. The active learning methods in TESSA
were used throughout the manual. Some of the TESSA materials
integrated include: Activity on “Being a history detective using
artefacts”; “Exploring traditional crafts”, “Role play on child abuse”,
“Using role play to explore community relationships” They were
adopted from TESSA Social Studies Module 3 Section 2.

The Mathematics manual, for example took the case study: “Using
guiding questions to encourage investigation of a number chart” from
TESSA Numeracy Module 1 Section 2 was used on the Unit on factors
and multiples. Similarly, TESSA materials were taken from shapes,
space and measures for and used in the module on Practical and
Descriptive Geometry. The whole-class survey activity in TESSA
Numeracy M3 S3 was used to treat simple graphs.

In Language Communication Skills, the case study on “Rethinking
‘Reading Comprehension’ and the activity on “Comprehending and
responding to information texts” were used to treat the unit on
‘Reading and Responding to Information’. The pie chart illustrating how
Iredia spends his time at weekends was adopted from TESSA LIT M3
S3.

In Science, a case studies on models of plants, local simple plants and
an activities on animal lifecycle projects as well as floating of objects
were used.

TESSA in Zambia
Peter Sinyangwe and Kris Stutchbury

As a result of the very successful work that



has taken place with the Community Schools
in Zambia in recent years, we have been able
to gain the attention of the Ministry of
General Education (MoGE). We are in the
process of drawing up a ‘memorandum of
understanding’ (MoU) so that we can work

within Government structures in order to promote TESSA in Zambia.

Oli and Kris visited Zambia in May. With Peter, they attended a
meeting at the MoGE. A meeting at the University of Zambia and
travelled to the Copper Belt in order to meet Provincial Education
Officers (PEOs); to visit Provincial Resource Centres and District
Resources Centres; and to conduct workshops at two Colleges of
Education – Kitwe and Mulferia. They were accompanied by the civil
servant with responsibility for the Colleges of Education, Mr Kenneth
Likando, so that he could gain first-hand experience of what we do and
report back to the MoGE.

It was a very successful visit with over 160 teacher educators being
introduced to TESSA. Internet connectivity was very good in Mulferia
College and Peter supplied a ‘dongle’ which worked well in Kitwe,
enabling many to explore the website simultaneously. Important
feedback from colleges reached so far has indicated that lecturers are
practicing learner centred approaches on a more regular basis and
achieving positive results. Peter subsequently ran two more workshops
at Kasama College of Education and St Mary’s College, Mbala.

It was also good to learn about how TESSA Secondary Science is being
used at the University of Zambia in a research project concerning how
to encourage girls to study science.

Peter followed up the visit with a meeting at the Ministry, while Oli and
Jerome drew up the MoU and made sure that it was approved by the
OU legal department. Oli was able to visit briefly in October on the way
home from Malawi and again, with Kris in November. As a result the
MoU has been agreed and is in the process of being approved in
Zambia. Once it is signed, we are planning to establish a TESSA
Steering group in Zambia and organise two workshops:

mapping of the TESSA primary OER onto the revised Zambian
school curriculum;
introduction of TESSA to major stakeholders including PEOs, and



College Principals.

The aim is that TESSA should be integrated into Government-run in-
service training programmes and into pre-service teaching
programmes.

Active learning…..in action!                   Doing a quiz on the TESSA website             Oli, Peter and Kenneth

in Kitwe

Provincial Resource Ctr in Ndola,Kitwe Resource Ctr, a participant reading a TESSA activity at Mulfeira

College

TESSA in Ghana 
Victor King Anyanful (OLA College of
Education, Ghana) 

Jophus hosts Marple Trust Foundation 

Prof. Jophus Anamuah-Mensah hosted the founders of the Marple Trust
Foundation at OLA College of Education on the 13th June, 2016. The
Trust were impressed about the role the use of TESSA resources have
played in teacher education in Africa. They interacted with members of
the OLA TESSA club and also had discussions with the principal of OLA
College of Education (Rev. Sr., Elizabeth Amoako-Arhen) who has
promoted and supported TESSA activities in Ghana since the inception
of TESSA consortium in 2005.



Maple Trust Foundation founders at OLA TESSA Club meeting

In a related development OLA College of
Education has pre-loaded a server with TESSA
OERs. This has made access of TESSA
resources much easier on campus and
student-teachers are able to make use of the
TESSA recourses in on-campus teaching
practicum.

Also an annual ‘Best Graduating TESSA
Oriented Student’ award has been instituted
at the College. This award included a tablet
(pre-loaded with TESSA resources), a set of
books, a certificate and a blender. All the
items for the award were provided by the
Principal of OLA College of Education (Rev.,
Sr., Elizabeth Amoako-Arhen) at this year’s
graduation ceremony of the 2015 graduating
class. The presentation of the first Award winner was Ms. Jemima
Solomon. She was presented with the Award by Prof., Jophus Anamuah-
Mensah (TESSA Executive Director), on behalf of the TESSA
consortium.

New TESSA users 

Victor King Anyanful

82 private basic school teachers in the Mfantseman District in Ghana
have been trained on the use of TESSA resources in the teaching and
learning resources. This was an initiative set up by the C.E.O of Egret
Consult (Madam Martha Anang) in partnership with TESSA Ghana



(Where Mr. Victor King Anyanful, facilitated). The participants were
given certificates of participation signed by Prof., Jophus Anamuah-
Mensah, Victor King Anyanful, and then the C.E.O of Egret Consult,
Martha Anang. The venue for the training was Career Development
International Schools in the Mfantseman District in Ghana.

Some of the participants with the CEO of Egret Consult, Group activities for participants,The venue for the

training on TESSA use.

TESSA at Winneba University of Education

Sakina Acquah

This academic year (2016/2017) is the fourth year of integrating the
TESSA OER science OERs into the teaching of two pedagogical courses
in the Department of Basic Education, namely ‘Curriculum materials in
Integrated science’ and ‘Methods of teaching science’. These courses
are taught during the first and second semesters respectively to level
300 students.

At the beginning of this academic year, I introduced the students to the
TESSA OER science (primary and secondary) units as curriculum
material they can use in the teaching and learning process. Using an
interactive approach (lecturer being physically present to ‘walk’
students through the TESSA website), I introduced students to the
Science OER so that they could identify resources to either adapt or
adopt for lesson presentations. This was done with the help of
lecturer’s own laptop, modem and projector. Students who had
laptops, modems and smart phones were also encouraged to bring
them for use during lessons. Many students are now accessing the OER
on their mobile phone. Students will be assessed on their use of TESSA
OER units.

Next semester, the focus will be on using TESSA to prepare lessons.
The aim is to show students that the TESSA OER can enhance The



Ghanaian Basic School Integrated Science curriculum materials, not
replace them. Students will be asked work in groups to prepare and
present lessons linked to the school curriculum which incorporate
TESSA methods and ideas.

Below are some scenes captured during this semester’s lesson

TESSA activity in Kenya

TESSA Workshop at The University of
Nairobi, September 24th 2016

Anne Achieng (PhD,Senior Lecturer and Coordinator,Post Graduate
Diploma In Education,University of Nairobi,Kenya.)

Email:awinoanne14@gmail.com

 

TESSA held a familiarization workshop at the
College of Biological and Physical Sciences
,University of Nairobi,Kenya in September
2016. The workshop was held in collaboration
with the College of Education and External
Studies and coordinated by the Open and
Disatnce Learning Science Unit(ODL), School
of Physical Sciences.

This was the first time the university of
NairobI (which is the largest university in Kenya  with  over 84,000



students) had been being exposed to use of  TESSA materials. The
workshop had  68 participants   who were mostly educationists and 
education providers from both the science and Arts background.The
particpants were  drawn from the Ministry of Education-Kenya, public 
and private Universities, Colleges, high schools and primary schools
teachers.This combination ensured,TESSA will be used at all levels in
our Education system.

The particpants were excited by the TESSA OER. For a number of the
particpants, this was their first exposure to OER. Clement Mugambi
from Kilimambogo Teachers College(Kenya), which prepares teachers
for primary school teaching, said that, ‘TESSA is an eye opener and an
innovative way of utilizing available resources to improve the quality of
teaching in teachers collges’

TESSA’s openess makes it cheaper and accessible as compared to
other materials which need subcription or purchase.The quality in the
preparation and professionalism of the TESSA materials has also been
lauded as more and more users integrate it in their education
systems.For the students,the ones who have been exposed to TESSA
have noted a lot of interest in learning and if well used,the cost of
education, especially in relation to purchase of books could be
reduced. Photo: TESSA participants at Chiromo Campus, University of
Nairobi

African Virtual University Conference – Crowne Plaza Hotel,
Nairobi, July 7th -9th 2016

Kris Stutchbury

In July, Kris had the opportunity to present the new TESSA strategy at
the AVU conference in Nairobi. Her paper was called ‘Moving forward
with TESSA: what is the potential for MOOCs?’ The audience contained
Vice Chancellors and sector leaders, so this was a good opportunity to
raise the profile of TESSA and present the arguments for a TESSA
MOOC, which will run in the second half of 2017. Anne Achieng and her
colleague from the University of Nairobi were in the audience and
invited Kris to visit them later in the year. Fortunately, an opportunity
arose in September when Kris was in Nairobi again for a UNESCO
workshop.



Egerton Primary School 

Kris Stutchbury, Joan Dickie and Patricia
Wambugu

A very exciting piece of work has taken place
at Egerton Primary School. The school is
located on the Egerton University campus. There are around 900
children on the role and 21 teachers.

Egerton was part of TESSA ‘Extending and Embedding’ between 2010
and 2012. During that time they worked with printed copies of the
materials, and TESSA made a huge impact, enabling them to become a
‘child-friendly’ school. When Kris visited in 2015, they were apologetic
about the fact they were not using TESSA any more – mainly because
the printed copies of the materials had disintegrated and they did not
have funds for more. However, it was clear that the TESSA legacy was
strong. Their local reputation as ‘child-friendly’ has resulted in an
increase in student numbers; as a result of more active approaches,
teachers had noticed that students in P3 could not read well-enough to
access the curriculum, resulting in the setting up of a new library; and
‘student-voice’ is a significant part of the school culture.

In the summer of 2015, Kris was approached by Joan Dickie – an
experienced primary school teacher and teacher educator from the UK,
who was living and working in Kenya. Joan was keen to contribute to
TESSA, so a plan was conceived. Using funds raised from the OU
Alumni, Joan visited Egerton twice – in May and June 2016. Each visit
was two days, and she was supported by Patriciah Wambugu from
Egerton University. In the morning Joan observed lessons and in the
afternoon she ran workshops. The focus was on learner-centred
approaches – pair work and group work in particular – rather than on
TESSA. TESSA activities were used as examples, but Joan also
encouraged teachers to use the activities described in the text-books
using the ‘TESSA approach’.

Joan and Patricah returned in October to evaluate their work and to
support the subject leaders in planning for next year using TESSA
units. Joan took some printed copies of the subject resources, but also
gave each teacher a memory stick so they can look at the materials in
the school’s computer lab, which is part of the new library.



Our particular thanks go to Joan and to Patriciah, and to Florence
(Headteacher) and her team. We have collected some very valuable
evaluation data which Patriciah and I hope to present at DETA next
summer.  

From top left: Students working in the new library, Pair work in action!, Group work in Social Studies and

Teachers working together.

 Evaluation of the Egerton Workshops

The workshops were well-attended and Joan
was able to observe teachers trying out some
of the approaches in their classrooms.

Some quotes from teachers:

Has using TESSA materials or these approaches changed the
way you feel about yourself as a teacher?

It has improved my skill in teaching, broadened my knowledge

Yes, I came to realise that pupils are rich with ideas and all can learn
given time and the right support.

Yes, it has made learning more interesting in that all learners
participate actively in their pair work or group work

It has motivated me in my work and I have more confidence

Please give an example of a specific change you have noticed
in your pupils

Self-esteem has gone up and the achievement level has been raised.



They are more willing to participate.

They have gained more interest in learning.

Pupils are happy and friendly, they ask questions freely and they help
one another.

Learners are more motivate. Gained more skill and confidence when
answering questions.

What have we learnt?

We are still analysing the data but early findings suggest that:

The focus on pair work and group work was very helpful. All the
teachers were teaching different topics and they were able to
take the ideas from the sessions and use them in their own
lessons.
Teachers appreciated having the TESSA OER grouped in subject
packs. In this way subject co-ordinators have been able to identify
activities that teachers can use to plan lessons.
The text books have suggestions for activities and once the
teachers had gained confidence in pair work and group work they
were able to make more use of the text book.
Teachers are accessing TESSA on the school computers as well as
using the hard copies.
Large classes present a challenge – but the focus on pair work
was very helpful in this respect.

TESSA in Uganda

MUSOTO CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, UGANDA 

 Beatrice Akejo Alinga
Volunteer Spotlight Africa – Uganda

Foundation



INTRODUCTION

Musoto Christian School is a community School situated in Bukasakya
sub-county in Mbale District in Uganda, run by the Spotlight on Africa
Uganda Foundation. The school has both the nursery section and full
primary section; it started in 2006 with 26 pupils and 2 teachers and
has gradually grown to 982 pupils and 18 full teaching staff.

TESSA OER

We became aware of the TESSA OER in mid-June 2016. We quickly
established that their content is compatible with the new thematic
Uganda curriculum. TESSA OER helped us realize that we have been
too theoretical and teacher centered in our teaching methods. TESSA
provides teaching examples that are practical and child friendly. One
of the Spotlight Volunteers organises training for 17 teachers for two
hours every Friday on how to use the TESSA OER, alongside the
existing curriculum, as it supplements what we already have. We use
this time to share what we have learnt from the TESSA OER.

We realized that the themes that we have in our curriculum are the
ones which are well organized and systematically arranged in the
TESSA OER. The OER have helped us to develop a spiral curriculum in
which learners keep adding to what they already know. TESSA
methods have helped us make more use of peer support, and develop
strategies for successfully handling large classes.

THE OUTCOME

The TESSA OER have generated a great deal of enthusiasm and
excitement amongst the teachers. Engagement with TESSA content
caused Musoto Christian School lower primary teachers to request for
further guidance on how to teach sounds in reading, which we did and
completed on Friday, 29th of July 2016.

Some teachers have already reported to have observed a big change
in their pupils’ participation in class.

Teacher Esther of primary one said,  ‘after teaching a word sound
children started to read words by themselves. This is very unusual
from the children in this community’. 

Teacher Grace of Primary three says, when she put the methods to
work her pupils began reading complicated sentences.



Teacher Prisca of Primary two commented that from the time she
started using the methods, her class can now read the headings of
subjects when written on the blackboard without her guidance.

One of the Primary three Mathematic teachers Robina Lukoi said; ‘after
I used the method of teaching shapes that are given in the TESSA OER,
the children in my class immediately started practicing telling shapes
with whatever is around them’.

We are now exploring other TESSA content such as Numeracy, Science
Social Studies and Life Skills. The teachers are already putting what
they are learning in to practice.

TESSA In Mauritius: 
Researching the Inclusive Education Toolkit

Dr Fiona Grant Charles Telfair Institute, Moka,
Mauritius.

 

How can we provide quality education to all
Mauritian children, regardless of their social background, learning
capabilities, physical appearance, gender, and ethnicity? How can we
improve teaching and learning in our schools so that we end up
justifiably proud of what we have achieved? These are some of the
challenging questions a team of researchers at CTI recently set out to
answer.



 Within an ever-changing society and learning community in Mauritius,
there is a need for teachers to further their skills, knowledge, and
attitudes in order to work effectively within their diverse classroom. It
is thus crucial to examine the current state of inclusive education in
Mauritius from the teachers’ perspective. For this reason, primary and
secondary school teachers were invited, on July 18, 2016, to a one-day
Education workshop held at CTI.

 Over 350 teachers accepted our invitation and shared their opinions
as they discussed ways of improving teaching and learning in our
schools. We used the opportunity to introduce them to the TESSA
toolkit for inclusive education: an online teacher-training tool that can
be used freely for professional development. TESSA provided those
present with an opportunity to self-reflect, collaborate with colleagues,
and experience the usefulness of on-line resources.

 The next step of the research is to evaluate the effectiveness of this
toolkit and formulate best practices in teachers’ training in inclusive
education for Mauritius. This research project is funded by the
Mauritius Research Council and is expected to be concluded in June
2017.

When questioned about the ultimate goal of the research project, Dr
Fiona Grant replied: “We wish to truly understand the challenges faced
by our teachers in providing quality education. Next, to determine how
we can support them in their endeavour. We believe that this research
will generate important information that can lead to better teacher
training and best practices in schools. We will of course make sure to
share and diffuse our findings in the hope that they will have a real
impact on our educational system.”

DETA Conference



DETA will be taking place in Kigali in August 2017
(http://www.deta.up.ac.za/) . We are hoping that TESSA will be well-
represented. In Mauritius there were 25 presentations from the TESSA
family, about implementing TESSA, but also about how TESSA OER and
TESSA ideas had been used to support other initiatives in a range of
institutions.

Abstracts can be submitted on the website. We have some funding
available, but we would like to encourage you to seek funding to
attend from your institution. If it would be helpful, we would be happy
to provide a letter to support your application for funding. Please email
TESSA@open.ac.uk and tell us:

the title of your paper;
the name and title of the person to whom a letter supporting your
application for funding should be addressed;
the email address to which it should be sent.

Recent events

In July, Kris presented the TESSA Strategy at the AVU conference
in Nairobi. It was well-received and resulted in an invitation to run
a TESSA workshop at the University of Nairobi in September.
In August, Kris and Dr Liz Chamberlain (Primary Programme
Leader at the OU) ran a two-day workshop for UNESCO as part of
the ‘China-funds-in Trust’ (CFIT) project on ‘Harvesting OER’.
Teacher Educators from Kymbogo University, Nakawa College and
Shimoni College worked together to evaluate and share
experiences of a number of OER repositories, including TESSA.
In September, Kris ran a workshop on ‘OER for Teacher
Education’ on behalf of UNESCO as part of the ‘Innovation Africa’
conference in Nairobi. Again, TESSA was one of the websites that
participants scrutinised. The audience were largely policy makers
and curriculum developers, as well as teacher educators from
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Mauritius and the Seychelles.
In November, Kris and Olivier were invited by VSO to attend the
‘Unlocking Talent’ Steering Group meeting with a view to
collaborative work in the future between The Open University and
VSO on teacher education. We had a very productive meeting and

http://www.deta.up.ac.za/
mailto:TESSA@open.ac.uk


hope to work together in the future.

Monitoring and Evaluation: TESSA has been around for over ten
years now, and an important output from the current set of activities is
some robust M and E data. Kris is working with Professor Bob
McCormick (retired from the OU) to develop a strategy to ensure that
by 2019 we have more data to demonstrate the success of TESSA.

TESSA website
As you will be aware, we have been upgrading the website for some
time. This work has proved to be more difficult and complicated than
we expected, but the result will be worth waiting for! We will have 49
separate country web-sites. A new template has been designed so that
when you download and print the units they have a very professional
feel to them. We are updating the sections on ‘research’, ‘history’ and
‘projects’. For the first time the ‘Inclusive Education Toolkit’ will be
available in French and English. The toolkit was developed by Amivi
Cra Komlan (from Togo) and Michele Deane. It has been translated by
colleagues from Mauritius.

The toolkit describes 9 principles of inclusive teaching and provides
activities, case studies and links to specific TESSA activities in order to
demonstrate the principles in action. It is a very important addition to
the TESSA resource bank and there has already been considerable
interest in it.

This model could be used for other issues – such as ‘talk for learning’
or ‘organising group work’. Something to think about……..! I would
particularly like to thank Claire Furlong Olivier Biard, Sarah Evans, Gail
Vardy, Julie Herbert and Michele Deane for their hard work on the
website in the last few months.
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