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Hello Everyone! Welcome to the last TESSA Newsletter of 2018.

In this issue, we concentrate on the TESSA Small Grant Scheme, with
accounts of five successful projects, organised and run by TESSA
Ambassadors in Zambia, Kenya and Ghana. They successfully applied
for a small grant from TESSA which provided resources to support their
work. For more about the small grant scheme see the website

But first a few quick updates:

CONSULTATIONS

The current TESSA programme finishes in July 2019. We have begun
consultation with TESSA partners on the next phase of TESSA and have
received some great responses from Ghana, Nigeria, Tanzania,
Zambia, Kenya, Mauritius and Sudan which we are consolidating, and
are working with colleagues to identify new funding opportunities and
projects which will build on the work done since 2016.

THE TESSA MOOC

The award-winning TESSA MOOC will run again for the final time on
FutureLearn in March 2019. Registrations are now open at
www.futurelearn.com/courses/teacher-education-africa.

After March, the MOOC will be available as a static ‘badged open
course’ OpenLearn Create. We will send the link and further details
when this is published. The content will be very similar, but adapted for
a different platform. There will not be opportunity to comment and it
will not be facilitated by educators from the OU, but it will remain as an
open course and provide a great opportunity for professionals in the
same institution to work together to develop their skills.  The course
will be available sustainably and flexibly for individuals or groups to
study at their own pace.

A NEW TESSA EARLY READING COURSE

http://www.tessafrica.net/tessa-small-grant-scheme
http://www.futurelearn.com/courses/teacher-education-africa


A new TESSA/AfricanStoryBook Early Reading course is now available
on Open Learn Create. This is being facilitated in South Africa and soon
Zambia. Again, this open course is an opportunity for professional
development for teachers of literacy and early reading. The free course
can be accessed:
 http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=3287

ZAMBIA COLLEGES OF EDUCATION WORKSHOP

A key workshop took place in December, in Kabwe, Zambia, with
Colleges Lecturers representing all 10 national colleges of education in
Zambia. The workshop was organised with the Ministry of General
Education to support the integration of TESSA OER into the teaching
practice curriculum. Using the TESSA Teaching Practice Supervisor’s
Toolkit as a blueprint, a Zambia School Experience Toolkit was
developed and will be published in April for general uptake and use by
the colleges.

ZEST

Also in Zambia, in a new project, funded by the Scottish Government,
we are working with World Vision and the Ministry of General
Education, to strengthen the current system for school-based
continuing professional development drawing on TESSA approaches
and resources. There will be more about this project and our research
carried out in Uganda (following on from the second Ugandan Forum)
in the next edition. 

DETA 2019

Finally, the next DETA Conference has been announced. This will be
held in Lagos, Nigeria in July 2019 (https://www.up.ac.za/deta-2019).
As this will come at the end of the current funding stream, we are not
likely to be able to provide financial support as we have done in the
past. As this is a tremendous forum to showcase your work in teacher
education, your use of TESSA approaches, and to build yours and your
institution’s profile we however urge you to submit a paper and seek
funding as possible, within your own countries.

 We do wish you a wonderful holiday, a good break and a great start to
2019!

Kris and Oli

http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=3287
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You can keep in touch with us via via email: tessa@open.ac.uk and
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TESSAnews

 

TESSA Small Grant Project Reports
Rose Nyambura in Kenya

Rose works near Nakuru in Kenya. She visited Egerton Primary School,
where TESSA has been embedded for a number of years and, with a
TESSA small grant, worked with primary schools linked to her own
university to help them understand the potential of TESSA OER in the
context of the new competency-based curriculum. Here, she describes
her project.

Purpose of the activity: EXTENDING AND EMBEDDING TESSA
OER’S IN TEACHING AT PRIMARY SCHOOL LEVEL IN KENYA.

Activities done; 

1. Successfully brought my University on
board Deputy Vice Chancellor
(Academics and Research) and Dean
(School of Education). This has created
good will and provided necessary support.

2. One day workshop to enhance teachers’ pedagogical skills where
experts well-versed with TESSA methods and OERs facilitated
round table sessions on embedding TESSA methods in the new
competence based curriculum in Kenya.

3. Benchmarking in a primary school (Egerton Primary) that has
embedded TESSA methods in teaching for close to 4 years. The
visiting teachers realised the positive impact of TESSA methods
and OER’s in the learning process.

4. Third activity is on-going which involves adopting the TESSA

mailto:tessa@open.ac.uk
http://www.facebook.com/TESSAnews


methods and OER’s. I am closely guiding this in participating
schools with the assistance of my colleagues from the School of
Education who successfully completed the TESSA MOOC and have
adopted TESSA methods in their teaching.

Beneficiaries:

1. 20 Primary school teachers.
2. Over 400 primary school pupils who excitedly accepted the

interactive TESSA methods.

 

Florence Kisirkoi in Kenya

 

Here, Florence reports on a small grant
project with a group of primary schools in
Kenya.

I used the TESSA Small grant to facilitate two workshops on 22nd and
29th September, 2018. The workshops embedded TESSA LCE in
classroom teaching and learning.  I linked TESSA OERs to the local
outgoing curriculum and the incoming Competency Based Curriculum
and demonstrated TESSA LCE with teachers playing role of primary
school pupils. One teacher, who had benefited from the 2017 MOOC,
then ran a demonstration lesson using TESSA LCE.

I took teachers through selected Life skills, social studies and literacy
activities from the TESSA USB to give teachers a feel of the kind of
engaging learning TESSA advocates and we all navigated through
selected content in the TESSA OER USBs.

All participants received USBs and the CDs and few were stored in a
selected school to be accessed by teachers in the region, used and
returned.

The beneficiaries were 65 primary school teachers who included 16
school managers. The County Curriculum Support Officer attended the
workshop and promised to facilitate TESSA LCE implementation.  The
review of the expected outcomes showed that they had been met.
Some comments received from the field are: ‘Thanks for the educative



initiative’ 

‘Great input, we need more’

Victor King Anyanful in Ghana

Here, Victor reports on a workshop he ran to introduce TESSA to the
teaching practice schools linked to his College of Education

EXTENDING THE OLA TESSA MODEL TO PRACTICE SCHOOLS

VICTOR KING ANYANFUL, TESSA AMBASSADOR, GHANA

 

OLA College of Education, Cape Coast, Ghana, organized a two-day
workshop for eighty three (83) participants from  twenty eight (28)
OLA College of Education Practice Schools, (where 28 head teachers
and 28 teachers attended) , 10 Circuit Supervisors, 10 Girl Child
Education Officers, 5 teachers from Private schools and 2
tutors from Holy Child College of Education (a sister College of
Education)  on the  4th, and  5th of  July, 2018 under the guidance of
the Principal (Rev. Sis. Elizabeth Amoako-Arhen).

OLA College of Education has adopted TESSA OERs since 2007. TESSA



OERs is part of the teaching subjects and that all student teachers
integrate TESSA OERs in their teaching practicum. However, the
partner schools (thus, Basic schools where the student-teachers of OLA
College, do their practicum for one academic year) have not been
introduced to the TESSA OERs and it was against this backdrop that
this workshop was organized to extend the OLA TESSA Model to the
partner schools.

After participants had been given TESSA branded USB flash drives they
engaged with the TESSA OERs and in small groups (8 groups) prepared
lessons for Science, Mathematics, English, and Social Studies that
integrated TESSA OERs, 

 

Prof. Jophus Anamuah-Mensah (TESSA Executive Chair) was present on
the second day of the workshop and drummed home the need for
innovations in the way teachers teach in the 21st century. He
highlighted the need for teachers, again, to always to think about what
teachers would want learners, to know, to understand , and be able to
do. Certificates were presented to participants after the workshop.

Kudos to TESSA OU Team, UK, for the Small Grant Applications. This
has made it possible to reach out and rope in more new users for
TESSA. It must be noted that a whatsapp platform has been created to
continue with the best practices of TESSA OERs and a follow up on this
all important workshop would be done in March, 2019. The follow up
will hinge on the “TESSA –Selecting and Adopting OER: Evidence of
Practice”

Charles William Zulu in Zambia

Charles is the District Resource Centre Co-ordinator (DRCC) in Petauke,
Eastern Province, Zambia. He has oversight of 125 Primary Schools
organised into 15 zones. In July 2018, a TESSA small grant provided
materials to support a workshop for zonal in-service co-ordinators and
school in-service co-ordinators from the District. Drawing on learning
from the MOOC, the focus was on what it means to be ‘learner-centred’
and on using TESSA OER to support the collaborative planning that
takes place in regular teacher group meetings (TGMs)



Sammy Mutisya in Kenya

Sammy organised three training sessions for
71 teachers, 7 college tutors and 3 MoE
officials. The following is taken from Sammy’s
final report:

Objective of the Project

1. To mediate TESSA resources among primary school Head
Teachers, College Tutors, MoE Officials and local teachers
(champions).

2. To empower Head Teachers, College Tutors, MoE Officials and
local teachers (champions) on how to implement LCE in a
classroom situation.

 

Activities

1. Carry out a TESSA resources mediation workshop for primary
school Head Teachers, College Tutors, MoE Officials and local
teachers (champions).

2. Train Head Teachers, College Tutors, MoE Officials and local
teachers (champions)on implementation of LCE in a classroom
situation

3. Visit selected primary schools to monitor utilization of TESSA OER
and implementation of LCE by teachers who participated in the
workshop.

Outputs

1. High level of awareness of TESSA OER among primary school
Head Teachers, college Tutors, MoE Officials and selected local
primary school teachers (champions).

2. Increased knowledge of TESSA OER and LCE.
3. Availability of information on success stories and challenges on
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utilization of TESSA resources.

 

Conclusion

The finding of the workshop evaluation revealed that teacher found the
workshop beneficial and that TESSA OER were very useful in teaching
and learning. Teacher had experience with use of social media and
were in position to access Information Communication Technology
gadget to enable them access TESSA OER and use them in teaching
and learning.

 

If you would like to contact us or if you would like to receive this
newsletter as a PDF, please email:

TESSA@open.ac.uk
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